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ASSEMBLY OFFICIAL SAYS FIVE ENOUGH FOR

COMMISSION'S QUORUM TO MAKE DECISIONS

CHATCHAI SUNTUD
THENATION
THE NATIONAL  Legislative

Assembly (NLA) yesterday voted
behind closed doors to endorse five of
the seven candidates proposed to
become new members of the Election
Commission (EC), which will take
charge of planning theupcomingelec-
tion promised for next February, the
first in five years.

According to the new organic law
governingthe agency, the commission
will comprise seven members. Two
candidates - Somchai Channarongkul,
the former director of the Cooperative
Promotion Department at the
Ministry of Agriculture and
Cooperatives, and Peerasak
Hinmuangkao, the former governor

of Buri Ram province — did not make
the cut in yesterday’s vote.

The two got three and 28 votes
respectively, while thelaw requires that
successful candidates be endorsed by
a simple majority vote - or 124 votes
ofthe 246 NLA members.

Thefive candidatestowin endorse-
ment from the legislature after three
hours of deliberations were: Suntud
Sirianuntapiboon, Ittiporn
Boonprakong, Tawatchai Lertpaothai,
Chatchai Chanpraisri and Pakorn
Mahannopwith 178,186,184, 184 and
185 votes respectively.

Suntud, an environmental tech-
nology professor, is the only candidate
from theacademicsphere. Therestare
former government officials. Tttiporn
was the former director of the Treaties

ITTIPORN

e,
[

TAWATCHAI

and Legal Affairs Department at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Tawatchai was the former governor of
Saraburi province.

Chatchai and Pakorn, meanwhile,
are Supreme Court judges nominated
bythe courtassembly for the EC posts.

The shortlisted candidates were
scrutinised closely by the selection
committee to ensure the EC members
had the required -credentials.
Reportedly, Somchai had missed the
postforallegedly beinginvolved inthe
Klongchan Credit Union Cooperative

scandal, while Peerasak had been
questioned over his political impar-
tiality — a quality crucial for an EC
member.

With five candidates making it
throughtheselection, the ECis still left
needing to fill two vacancies. NLA
whip secretary Somchai Sawangkarn
said that the selection committee
would have to find new candidates for
the NLA to endorse to fully constitute
the EC, as required by the organic law.

However, NLA vice president
SurachaiLiangboonlertchai had said

on Wednesday, before yester-
day’s vote, that five working
commission members were
enough for the quorum and
could make decisions.
Tfthevacancies posedissues
that affected the EC’s work,
Deputy Prime Minister
Wissanu Krea-ngam said on
Wednesday that the former
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= 02-253-5001, 02-651-4701

PAKORN

commissioners could remain in office
and serveas caretakers until the prob-
lems were sorted out.

Former EC member Somchai
Srisuthiyakorn said that in the
meantime, successful candidates
had 30 daystoresign from any posi-
tions they currently occupied so the
process of voting for the president
could begin, as well as seeking Royal
endorsement. Somchai reiterated
that five commissioners were suffi-
cient to make a quorum.

The current EC members were

controversially dismissed when the
neworganic law took effect last year.
Despite strong criticism, authorities
argued that the new legislation gave
more power to the agency, resulting
in the need to fill the commission
with membersboasting higher qual-
ifications.

The process to select the remain-
ing two vacancies could take up to
five or six months, Somchai said.

Some sources said the selection
committee could be proactive and
themselves approach potential can-
didates rather than waiting for
applications. But Somchai said this
could present a transparency prob-
lem and authorities should think
hard about it.

Thiswas thesecondtimethe NLA
had voted on a shortlist of candi-
dates. Thefirst attemptlast February
saw all candidates being turned
down by the legislators.
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