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B Chuleeporn Aramned

People have become
more health conscious,
and are increasingly
placing their trust in
medicinal herbs to
cope with Covid-19.
This has led to the
growth of the herbal
market both at home
and abroad, and arush
to cash in.

here is an old saying that in the

midst of every crisis lies great

opportunity. This also holds true
for Thai herbs, which have become
more popular ameng users during the
Covid-19 outbreak.

Since the pandemic hit the country
early last year, a number of Thai herbs
have been in demand, and some ofthem
with anti-viral properties have become
rising stars of the herbal world, such as
Kaempfer or Kra Chai, and Kariyat or
Fah Talai Jone. The latter was recently
listed in the National List of Essential
Medicines for curing Covid-19

Qver the past few years, the market
for Thai herbs has expanded both athome
and overseas, in contrast to other products.
According to the Ministry of Agriculture
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and Cooperatives, consumption of Thai
herbs as well as the market value have
grown around 10to 10.3 per centa year
since 2017, and the growth rate is on the
rise. The Commerce Ministry estimates
that last year alone, the market value of
Thai herbs reached THB108 billion.

Worldwide, herbs have become
increasingly popular with market value
estimated at up to THB3 trillion. In China,
Japan and South Korea, the market
growth rates for herbs are estimated at
around 5.06 per cent, 0.85 per cent, and
5.43 per cent, respectively.

Thailand has been exporting herbs
in various forms -- fresh or dried herbs,
extracted products, food and drugs, as
well as food supplementary products.
They have a combined market value of
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up to THB100 billion. Of this, herb-based
food products are valued ataround THB
80 billion, spa products THB10 billionand
traditional Thai medicines THB10 billion.

Assaociate Professor Surakij
Natheesuwan, a dean at the Faculty of
Pharmacy at Mahidol University, said

the Covid-19 outbreak had resulted in
expansion of the Thai herbs market. Apart
from the fact that they are relatively safe,
some of them contain anti-viral qualities
effective against Covid-19, he said.

Atthe same time, the government has
alsc given importance to these herbs. It
introduced a five-year master plan from
2017 to 2021 to specifically address the
development of Thai herbs and this has
improved over the years.

Over 1,800 herbs have been stud-
ied and recognised for their qualities,
and 300 of them are popularly used.
Some herbs have been picked by the
government as “champion products”,
such as Kaempfer, cassumunar ginger
or Phlai, turmeric or Khamin Chan, and
gotu kola or Baibuabok, while Fah Talai
Jone and other herbs have become the
rising stars for their anti-viral qualities.

Surakij said the government'’s clear
and direct policy has enabled rapid

they have become more precious, with
value-addition in the market both here
and abroad.”

Surakij suggested that the con-
cerned parties maintain the quality of the
products as well as production standards
so that people’s trust and confidence in
the products remain.

“The government must promote
quality products and support producers
to make products with high quality and
technology. The herbs will help our
economy survive through this hard time,”
said Surakij.

Product development expansion

Since the government picked
some herbs as “champion products”
following the National Thai Herbs
Pclicy Committee's resolution last year,
production of Thai herbs has expanded.

According to the committee, over
114,975 tons of herbs were harvested
from 45,990 rai (7,358 hectares) last year.
The committee has also scaled up the
preduction by prometing the so-called
Herb City in 14 provinces nationwide.
They are classified in groups; raw
material cities (Amnart Charoen, Surin,
Maha Sarakham, Sakon Nakhon, and
Uthai Thani provinces), industrial herb

development of the products because s production cities (Nakhon Pathom,

OO , . N :

producers’ risks are ameliorated, “‘_‘;1. ot e p? Saraburi, Prachin Buri, and Chanthaburi
s Be. 2 gy . g ;

especially among those producing food f;f;}-««i@:} provinces), and herb-based tourism

or food supplementary products, spa and R XTI, and spa cities (Chiang Rai, Phitsanulok,

beauty products, as well as medicines.

“The Thai herbs market is indeed one
of our economic pillars for our survival,”
said Surakij. “This is because it's an
economic activity, which is based on
our own raw materials as well as native
wisdom. As people have discovered that
herbs can help kill the Covid-19 virus,

Udon Thani, Surat Thani and Songkhla
provinces).

The government alsc plans to use
more herbs in hospitals, especially in

Hu: 274

S¥&212: C-210701011116 (1 .A. 64/05:32)
%-;':'FiQN ewsClip

www.ignewsclip.com

InfoQuest Limited | 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17" FL. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330

3 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700  #=3 02-253-5001, 02-651-4701 E2d help@ignewsclip.com



Section: AUUNLAY/ -

NSIINWSSITD | 1 naviaui 1 N3NYIAN 2564

i9: 34 atufi: 11892 BU: 25 (LEANAW)
Krungthep Turakij Col.Inch: 193.84 Ad Value: 310,144 PRValue (x3): 930,432 AfY:

Circulation: 160,000 o ¥t
ad Rate: 1,600 #128912: HEALTHY HERBS

2D
0.
20

local settings. It has been promoting the
use of Thai herbs in place of imported
medicines in a number of community
hospitals. In the future, it will push for
up to 80 per cent herbs in beauty and
cosmetics ingredients, 18-20 per cent
infood supplements, and 4 to & per cent
in medicines.

The Thai Chamber of Commerce
University's International Trade Studies
Centre conducted an analysis on the market
value of Thai herbs between 2017 and
2021 in these provinces plus Bangkok,
and found some positive development
patterns in these areas. For instance,
the products with the most potential
at the final process were medicines,
beauty products and food supplements,
while Songkhla, Nakhon Pathom, and
Surat Thani were among most active
provinces in promoting production from
raw materials to initial processing.

However, the country is still facing
some limitations in developing and
promoting Thai herbs because of lack
of capital and technology.

Last, butnotthe least, is the knowledge
and understanding in the standards of
practice of herb producers.

The centre's director, Dr Ath
Pisarnvanich, said Thailand has rich
biodiversity, which is the country’s
strength, but an extensive content of
herbs is stillimported for processing here
because local plants or raw materials are
not well explored and studied.

“Thailand has a lot of potential
and research and development is
needed to be advanced to help facilitate
commercialisation of Thai herbs,”

he said
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