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Facelift for tourist spots

DOT CITES NEED FOR BOOST TO SERVICE, SAFETY

THE NATION

AMID THE growing number of
tourists, the Department of Tourism
(DOT) is launching a nationwide
scheme to restore tourist attractions
that are starting to deteriorate and to
improve tourist safety and conven-
ience in line with the tourism policy.

Anan Wongbenjarat, Director
General of Department of Tourism,
Ministry of Tourism and Sports, said
Tourism Minister Weerasak Kowsurat
stressed the urgency to improve and
repair the facilities at popular tourist
sites across the country to better serve
the visitors. “At present, DOT has sev-
eral tourist site restoration projects
passed on by agencies and organisa-
tions in all parts of the country.
Together, the proposed projects
involve a budget of more than
Bt20,000 million,” he said.

Nature of the projects, he added,
should focus on work coordination
among concerning agencies, safety,
and universal design toserveall groups
of people of all ages.

The tourist site restoration scheme

isalsopartof Minister Weerasak's pol-
icy to expand community-based
tourism in less travelled provinces by
improving the tourism facilities to
increase local income. The policy is
alsoinline with the government's sus-
tainable tourism.

According to Anan, DOT is cur-
rently considering 2,639 projects: 796
projectsin 22 main tourism cities and
1,843 projectsin 55 secondary tourism
provinces. DOT, he said, is targeting
popular tourist attractions in second-
ary tourism provinces and the attrac-
tions in the outskirts of the main
tourism citiestogether with those near
theairportsinadditionto the repair of
rundown tourist sites.

He added that a special commit-
tee has been set up to study the fea-
sibility of the project proposals as well
as to promote coordination among
state agencies. They include
Provincial Tourism Offices in 76
provinces, Forest Department,
Department of National Parks,
Wildlife and Plant Conservation,
Office of Natural Resources and
Environmental Policy and Planning

(ONEP), Ministry of Culture,
Department of Cultural Promotion,
Department of Fine Arts,
Department ~ of  Highways,
Department of Rural Roads, Marine
Department, Department  of
Agricultural Extension, Department
of Agriculture, Office of Agricultural
Economics, Irrigation Department,
Community Development
Department, Department of Local
Administration, Office of the Royal
Development  Projects Board,
Departmentfor Developmentof Thai
Traditional and Alternative Medicine,
the Army, and the Navy.

Meanwhile, the DOT is also
launching several other projects to
improve tourism services and safety.
Theprojectsinvolve, forinstance, the
beefing up of safety at beaches by
increasing the number of lifeguards,
rescue helicopters, increasing beach
cleanliness by using robots, protect-
ing coral reefsby increasing the num-
ber of buoys, improving roads to
tourist sites, training tourism per-
sonnel, increasing clean toilets under
WC OK campaigns, building more
ramp slopes, and developing niche
tourism in museums, nature, and
temples.
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Cabinet zealous in reporting assets

LISTS INCLUDE ITEMS FROM FEW HUNDRED
BAHT TO MOST EXPENSIVE COLLECTIBLES

JAKKAWANSALAYTOO
THE NATION

CURRENT AND former members
of the Prayut Chan-o-cha govern-
ment have been more careful about
reporting their assets with the anti-
graft agency, even reporting items
worth only a few hundred baht.

Many of them also remembered
tofileacomplete report oftheir pos-
session, including luxury wrist-
watches.

The detailed reporting was
apparently inspired by the ongoing
expensive wristwatch controversy
dogging Deputy Premier and
Defence Minister Prawit
Wongsuwan.

New Cabinet membersandthose
whohaveleft their seats are required
by law to submit with the National
Anti-Corruption  Commission
(NACC) details about their assets
and debts belonging to themselves,
their spouses and minor children.

Submitted financial reports seen
by reporters at the NACC head-
quartersyesterday showed that most
Cabinet members carefully went
into great detail in reporting their
belongings. Assets valued at a few
hundred bahtwereincluded in their
lists, along with expensive jewellery
and collectibles.

Manynew Cabinetmembersand
those appointed to new positions
included watches in their list of
assets.

Tourism and Sports Minister
Weerasak Kowsuratreported having
a watch valued at over Bt200,000.

Agriculture and Cooperatives
Minister Grisada Boonrach told the
NACC that he owned a Rolex worth
Bt287,270 and a Longines watch
valued at Bt129,026. His deputy
LuckWajananawat reported thathe
has three wristwatches valued at
about Bt10,000 each. He also said
thathe owns Buddhaimages valued
at Bt500 to Bt2,500 each.

Deputy Prime Minister General
Chatchai Sarikulyareported thathe
has three wristwatches valued from
Bt200,000 to Bt700,000 each.

Social Development and Human
Security = Minister  General
Anantaporn Kanjanarat reported
that he had three watches each
worth Bt250,000 to Bt920,000.

Deputy Commerce Minister
Chutima Bunyapraphasara report-
ed having10 watchesvalued atabout
Bt200,000 in total.

In the latest Cabinet reshuftle in
November, 10 new government
ministers were appointed, eight
members moved to new ministerial
positions, and nine left the Cabinet.

smaemIningR
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Amongthe 10 new Cabinetmem-
bers-whoarerequired by the NACC
law to report their assets and liabil-
ities before taking office — Deputy
Transport Minister Pailin
Chuchottaworn and his wife are the
wealthiest, with assets totalling
Bt179.1 million.

Others have more assets than
debts, ranging between Bt15million
and Bt84 million.

Luck, the deputy agriculture
minister, and his wife, have Bt84.5
million in net assets. Weerasak, the
tourism minister, and his spouse,
have Bt60 million.

Grisada, the agriculture minis-
ter, has assets worth Bt15.2 million,
including three pistols and 16
amulets, plus two luxury watches.

Kobsak Pootrakool, the minister

attached to the Prime Minister’s
Office, has total assets of Bt23 mil-
lion, including a grand piano valued
at Bt535,500. Deputy Defence
Minister ~ General Chaichan
Changmongkol and hisspouse have
Bt30.2 million in assets.

Energy Minister Siri
Jirapongphan hasassetsworth Bt16
million. Deputy Agriculture and
Cooperatives Minister Wiwat
Salyakamthorn and his wife have
Bt28.4 million in net assets.

Deputy Education Minister
Udom Kachintorn and his wife have
Bt66.9 million in net assets, and
Deputy Industry Minister Somchai
Harnhirun and his spouse have
Bt72.4: million.

Among the nine former Cabinet
members who were replaced in the

November reshuftle, former deputy
education minister Panadda Diskul
reported the most assets, totalling
Bt1.3 billion, Bt7.4 million more
than when he joined the Cabinet in
2014.

Former tourism and sports min-
ister Kobkarn Wattanavrangkul
reported Bt319 millionin net assets,
including watches and belts worth

NA'[‘ION,‘CHAL[NEE‘THIR.-\SI.'PA

Lists of the assets and debts of incoming and outgoing Cabinet members
under PM General Prayut Chanocha, as well astwo National Legislative
Assembly members who left their posts one year ago, are displayed by the
National Anti-Corruption Commission yesterday .

Bt1.9 million and nine luxury wrist-
watches valued at Bt25.7 million
belonging to her husband. She saw
a Bt13.8 million increase in her
assets from the previous Cabinet.
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Former deputy prime minister
General Tanasak Patimapakorn
reported assets of Bt187.1 million,
up Bt1.1 million compared to when
he joined the Cabinet in 2014.

Former deputy defence minister
General Udomdej Sitabutr told the
NACC that he has Bt56.8 million in
net assets, Bt2.2 million more than
when hefirstjoined the government.

Ex-commerce minister Apiradi
Tantrabhorn reported net assets of
Bt37.8 million, up Bt8.4 million
from when she joined the Cabinet.
Former deputy PM Admiral Narong
Pipattanasaireported Bt14.1million
in net assets, up Bt3.3 million.

Former deputy transport minis-
ter Pichit Akrathit reported net
assets of Bt154.1 million; formersci-
ence and technology minister
Atchaka Sriboonruang Bt72.3 mil-
lion; and ex-PM’s Office minister
Omsin Cheevaphruk Bt69.9 million.
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Assets of cabinet ministers revealed

Chutima richest with
238.8 million baht

AEKARACH SATTABURUTH

The assets and liabilities of new and
soon-to-be-departing cabinet ministers
were revealed yesterday, showing Deputy
Commerce Minister Chutima Bun-
yapraphasara to be the wealthiest of all.

The National Anti-Corruption Commis-
sion(NACC), which s investigating Deputy
Prime Minister Prawit Wongsuwan over
his collection of 25 luxury watches, made
the announcement yesterday.

The ministers on the list either took
office last November or are due to step
down in the same month this year. Their
spouses are included in the calculations.

The assets on the list include acces-
sories and collectibles, watches that cost
upward of several hundred baht and
Buddha statues valued at between 500
and 2,500 baht (US$16-80).

According to the NACC's records, Ms
Chutima had a declared worth of 238.8
million baht. Most of his assets were in
the form of investments, valued at 134.9
million baht, including 10 watches worth
a total of 200,000 baht.

Deputy Transport Minister Pailin
Chuchottaworn and his spouse were the
wealthiest among those newly added to
the list. Their declared assets were worth
179.1 million baht, mostly in the form
of investments.

PM’s Office Minister Kobsak Pootrakool

had 23 million baht more assets than debts
including a piano worth 535,000 bahtand
car accessories valued at 197,500 baht, the
list showed.

Deputy Defence Minister Gen Chaichan
Changmongkol and his spouse had 30 mil-
lion baht more assets than liabilities.

Tourism and Sports Minister Weerasak
Kowsurat and his spouse had 60 million
baht more assets than debts including
two guns, and a wristwatch valued at over
200,000 baht.

Energy Minister Siri Jirapongphan had
16 million baht more assets than debts.

Agriculture Minister Grisada Boonrach
and his spouse had 15.2 million baht more
assets than debts including three guns, one
Rolex valued at 287,270 baht, one Longines
worth 129,026 bahtand accessories worth
250,000 baht.

He declared 16 amulets but could not
estimate their value.

Deputy Agriculture Minister Wiwat
Salyakamthorn and his spouse had 28.5
million baht more assets than debts. Most
were land and property in Ratchaburi.

Deputy Agriculture Minister Luck Waja-
nanawat and his spouse had 84.5 million
bahtmore assets than debts. Theyincluded
a gun, three wristwatches worth 10,000
baht each and 17 Buddha statutes valued
at between 500 and 2,500 baht apiece.

Deputy Education Minister Udom
Kachintom and his spouse had 66.9 mil-
lion baht more assets than debts while the
comparable number for Deputy Industry
Minister Somchai Hanhiran and his wife
stood at 72.4 million baht.

Among the cabinet ministers who had
changed posts, Deputy Prime Minister Gen
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Chatchai Sarikulya and his spouse had
35.2 million baht more assets than debts
including three watches. Their prices
ranged from 200,000 bahtto 700,000 baht.

Social Development and Human Secu-
rity Minister Gen Anantaporn Kanjanarat
and his spouse had 48.8 million baht
more assets than debts including three
watches worth between 250,000 baht and
920,000 baht.

Only one of the ministers who vacated
office on Nov 23 — former science and
technology minster Atchaka Sibunruang
— was poorer than recorded in the last
round of declared assets.

Ms Atchaka had 82 million baht more
assets than debts when taking office in
2016 but that has since fallen to 72.3 mil-
lion baht. This represented a loss 0of 9.9
million baht.
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