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Somkid leads push to boost
farm sector

DEPUTY PM CALLS IN OFFICIALS FROM RURAL
AGENCIES TO FIND WAYS TO LIFT INCOMES

THE NATION

DEPUTY PRIME Minister Somkid
Jatusripitakyesterday held discussions
with officials from a range of agricul-
ture-related agencies in abid to setthe
direction forpoliciesaimed atimprov-
ing farmers’ livelihoods.
Officials at the Ministry of
Agriculture and  Cooperatives
(MOAC), the Ministry of Commerce
(MOC) and the Bank for Agriculture
and Agricultural Cooperatives (BAAC)
hadrespondedto Somkid’srequestfor
an urgent meeting at which they
sought ways to advance the agricul-
tural sector in line with the guiding
principles of the sufficiency economy
philosophy espoused by His Majesty
the late King Bhumibol Adulyade;j.
The key con-
cern is that farm-
ers must have
additional waysto
earn an income
after a harvest

central database for main crops such
as rice, rubber, palm oil tapioca and
fruit. The database would also enable
producers to benefit from an early
warning system of looming hazards
for certain sectors.

Somkid reiterated that the govern-
ment had only one more year remain-
ingforitsterm and that Prime Minister
Prayut Chan-o-chaurged everyone to
commit themselves fully to the recov-
ery in the grassroots economy.

In regard to low rubber prices,
Agriculture and Cooperatives Minister
Grisada Boonrach put forward three
proposals.

The Ministry of Transport, the
Ministry of Interior and the Ministry
of Tourismand Sports would raisetheir
rubber usage from 30,000 tonnes to
50,000-80,000
tonnes, Grisada
said.

Second, the
Federation  of
Thai Industries

season, Somkid would be asked to
said. find private agen-

The MOAC cies to 100,000
will examine the tonnes of rubber.
listoffarmersreg- Lastly,theRubber
istered as low- s .. Authority of
income earnersin  Somkid gives policy direction to officials Thailand would
an effort to find ona visittotheMinistryof Agricultureand  buy rubber in the
solutions at a Cooperatives yesterday. marketwithatar-

household level,

while the Commerce Ministry will
assist these targeted farmers with the
development of marketing strategies.

Somkid said the private sector -
particularly those companies with
export-oriented operations —would be
encouraged to participate in efforts to
counter the persistently low prices of
certaincommoditiesin the agriculture
sector.

The agricultural sector has long
been characterised by an insufficient
level of information management.

However, Somkid said a commit-
tee would be established to create a
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get to boost the
pricetoabove farmers' costs on expec-
tation to see positive results within
three months.

Additionally, farmers may be
trained in ways to raise product qual-
ity and further advance the sufficien-
cy economy principles, Grisada said.

Luck Wajananawat, Deputy
Agriculture and Cooperatives
Minister, looking at rice prices, said
negotiations may be needed for a
reduction in growing in inappropri-
ate areas amid other efforts to limit
production in line with market con-
ditions.
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