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WATER DISCHARGES TO BEGIN TOMORROW AFFECTING
DESIGNATED AREAS AS VOLUMES NEAR 2011 LEVELS

THE NATION

THE PRIME Minister yesterday issued a
heartfeltthanks to thousandsof people all over
Thailand who had made sacrifices during this
year’s severe floods.

Addressing people whose land was inun-
dated by water diverted to relieve the pressure
on waterways, Prayut Chan-o-cha said:
“Thank you for your sacrifice. The government
hasalready drawn up plans to provide you with
remedial actions.”

Prayut said the government was now deal-
ing with a water volume problem every bit as
dire as in 2011, the year Thailand faced its
worst floods in decades.

However, he expressed confidence thatgood
water management would prevent the flood-
waters swelling over their embankments.

“We are doing our best and we are commu-
nicating with people,” he said, apparently in
relation to the need to divert some water into
people’s private land.

He also instructed provincial governors to
help find jobs for people during the ongoing wet
season, as some land plots now had to serve as
“Monkey Cheeks” water retention areas.

Asaconsequence, farmers will notbeableto
work on their farmland for a while.

This month, floods have hit parts of 23
provincesinthe country and affected morethan
120,000 people.

According to the Royal Irrigation
Department (RID), accumulated rainfall from
January 1to October 24 is only a little less than
the same period in 2011.

As of yesterday, 12 Monkey Cheeks in the

News ID: C-171031003025 (31 Oct 17/05:58)
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Chao Phraya River Basin were almost full. The
department willtomorrowstartreleasing water
from most of these retention areas so that sur-
plus water can flow into the sea fast enough to
accommodate run-off from upstream.

“Up to now, our water management has
worked as planned,” Prayut said.

He assured people that even with water dis-
charges, water levels would not swell over
embankments that had been erected along
major waterways such as the Chao Phraya River.

He said the water discharges had to take
place to prevent bigger problems in the future.

Prayut was speaking during his trip to
Angthong province, where hemetwith flood vie-
tims and offered them moral support.

The prime minister said HM King Maha
Vajiralongkorn had expressed concern over the
widespread flooding and told the government
to prepare action plans and rehabilitation in
flood-hit areas, with the emphasis on people’s
welfare.

RID deputy director-general Thongplew
Kongjun said there were about 1,423 million
cubic metres of water in the Chao Phraya River
Basin. Much of it would be drained out to sea
over the next two months via irrigation chan-
nels, so as to prevent overflowing in areas the
water has to flow past, he said.

“Judging from our plan, the water volume in
the Lower Basin should be manageable. It’s
unlikely that economic zones such as Bangkok
will be affected,” he added.

Agriculture Minister General Chatchai
Sarikulya said he had already instructed rele-
vant officials to deliver speedy help to affected
farmers.

InfoQuest Limited | 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17 th £ Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
=4 02-253-5001, 02-651-4701

help@ignewsalert.com

Page: 1/2



The Nation

The Nation
Circulation: 68,200
Ad Rate: 2,050

Section: First Section/First Page
Date: Tuesday 31 October 2017

Volume: 42 No: 55303
Col.Inch: 60.44 Ad Value: 123,902

Page: 1A(Center)
PRValue (x3): 371,706

Clip: Full Color

Headline: PM thanks flood victims WATER DISCHARGES TO BEGIN TOMORROW AFFECTING DESIGNATED...

Current water volumes in 12 Monkey Cheeks containment
fields in the Chao Phraya River Basin: 1.4 billion cubic metres

Western side Eastern side

. Status: .
of the river Mrs than of the river
95% full
m - L - |

Water volumes to be discharged from Monkey Cheeks
from November 1 to January 4

Bang Rakam Field

24.19 million cu/m . .

Nov 1 to Nov 30

Pa Mok Field
1.4 million cu/m R
Nov 21 to Dec 20

Chiang Rak Field
5.36 million cu/m
Nov 25 to Dec 10

Field on the left of
Chai Nat-Pasak Canal
7.78 million cu/m
Nov 21 to Dec 5

.— Tha Wung Field

5.60 million cu/m
| Nov 25 to Dec 10

Pak Hai Field
5.53 million cu/m
Nov 18 to Dec 17

Chao Ched Field
25.06 million cu/m
Nov 15 to Dec 14

Pho Phraya Field —.

Bang Kum Field
8.64 million cu/m
Nov 25 to Dec 10

46.66 million cu/m
Nov 21 to Jan 4, 2018

Bang Ban - Ban Pan Field
7.17 million cu/m
Nov 21 - Dec 20

e

-

1
I

South Rangsit

no water discharged

Nov 20 to Dec 5

Provinces likely to be affected by the discharges: Angthong, Ayutthaya, Chai

Nat, Sing Buri, Pathum Thani, Nonthaburi, Nakhon Pathom and Suphan Buri

Bang Kung Field
1.81 million cu/m
Nov 25 to Dec 10

Source: Royal Irrigation Department NATION GRAPHICS
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