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Missing the point

Andre Machielsen in his Oct 16 letter, “It's
the corruption’, takes me to task for suppos-
edly failing to take note of the corruption
which plagued the Pheu Thai government’s
rice-pledging scheme, but in doing so he
misses the point of my imaginary exam
question to imaginary students of politics
and economics.

The rice-pledging scheme came under at-
tack right from the moment it was launched,
before accusations of corruption surfaced,
with claims that it would cause a huge
financial loss to the nation, and was justa
cynical vote buying exercise. The recently
announced welfare card scheme, which
also aims to redistribute taxpayers’ money
to the needy, has, in contrast, been praised,
and the Office of Agricultural Economics
estimates that the ultimate benefit to the
economy will amount to 2.5 times the invest-
ment cost of the scheme.

The potential impact of corruption did
not form part of my question, which simply
addressed the economic principles and
political implications involved in both
schemes, and asked why one scheme had
been praised, and the other condemned. Mr
Machielsen hasn’t answered that question.

He also states that 20 farmers commit-
ted suicide as a result of the rice-pledging
scheme. I do not know where he sourced
this information, or how reliable it is, but
areport issued in February 2014 by the
Mental Health Department stated that they
had investigated the reported suicides of 13
farmers, and had found that the rice-pledg-
ing scheme was not a major factor in these
tragic events.

Mr Machielsen is however right to point
out that this is not a simple issue. The

interplay between politics and economics
never is.
ROBIN GRANT

Pattaya in my dreams

“I'wonder if anyone at Pattaya City Hall actu-
ally does their job?” asks a business owner
as quoted in a recent news report about
flooding in Pattaya City. Provided one un-
derstands their job description, the answer
is, “of course they do”

The first priority of those at Pattaya city
hall is to protect and elevate their personal
status. The corollary to this principle is that
money in their pockets always determines
policy decisions, contract awards and
work orders.

This results in the implementation of
reverse engineering perfected “Pattaya style’,
meaning everything is designed to require
continuous maintenance and perpetual re-
pair.

‘The storm drains running under Central
Pattaya Road were once again repaired last
month. Pattaya’s recent flooding is testimony
to the effectiveness of this bit of reverse
civil engineering.

If city residents want more parks, more
parking spaces, fewer stray dogs, less traffic
jams, fewer potholes, less crime, less noise

CONTACT: BANGKOK POST BUILDING,

136 NA RANONG ROAD,

KLONG TOEY, BANGKOK 10110

FAX: +02 2403666,

email: postbag@bangkokpost.co.th

All letter writers must provide a full name
and address. All published correspondence is
subject to editing at our discretion

News ID: C-171018001039 (18 Oct 17/06:18)
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pollution, no jet ski scammers, an end to
the baht bus mafia, more taxis, clean public
restrooms, a clean beach, no beach vendors,
decent sidewalks, a public transportation
system, etc, etc, they need to take collec-
tive and forceful action to bring about real
change, all while realising Pattaya City Hall
is the enemy of reform at every level.

A charismatic skilful leader is also needed
to help fulfil the people’s dream of Pattaya
someday becoming a liveable city.

MRM

Tale as old as time

The military government should reconsider
the case in which two retired generals filed
lese majeste charge against Thailand’s well-
known academic and social critic Sulak Si-
varaksa for his comment about an elephant
duel in Ayutthaya 400 years ago.

Historic events that happened such a long
time ago should be open to questions as well
as reconsideration: since there are no living
witnesses to verify such events as truthful.

Furthermore, historic events that in-
volved two countries should be accepted as
being based on facts by the living citizens of
both countries — as well as others.

Thailand’s lese majeste law is widely per-
ceived by people living in Thailand, as well
as the international community, as having
been written to protect the royal members
of the Chakri Dynasty from defamatory and
unlawful criticisms — exclusive of any other
dynasties in the country’s ancient history.

Lastly, Arjahn Sulak is one of Thailand’s
most respectable elders. Therefore, his
critiques should be regarded as constructive
and are meant to uplift our country’s name
— by way of constantly asking for the truth.

VINT CHAVALA
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No quick fix
for flooding
problem: PM

PRAYUT LAMENTS LONG-STANDING ISSUES AND
VOWS TO TAKE CARE OF AFFECTED PEOPLE

THE NATION

PRIME MINISTER General Prayut
Chan-o-cha yesterday said it was
impossible for Thailand to be com-
pletelyflood-freeaslongasthere was
no comprehensive overhaul of city
planning, the water-drainage system
or littering solutions.

However, his government was
ready to take care of all those affect-
ed.

“Problems have already persisted
for a long time,” he said. He also
pointed out that several proposed
solutions had been held up because
of'land expropriation problems and
the huge amounts of money required.

Prayutspoke up after flooding hit
many provinces in the country,
including Bangkok, in the past week.

The prime minister said some
dykes needed to immediately dis-
chargewater to preventarecurrence
ofthebig floods seen during the 2011
flood crisis.

“I know some rivers and canals
are overflowing in areas without
embankments ... the government
will take care ofaffected people,”he
said.

The Royal Irrigation
Department’s deputy director gen-
eral Thongplew Kongjun said Prayut
had instructed the relevant agencies
to communicate the latest flood
information theyhad with each other
and the public.

“The Agriculture Ministryand the
Interior Ministry will work together
in extending assistance to people in
flood-hit areas,” Thongplew said.

He added that the relevant
authorities would inform people

when his department expected the
floods to subside.

Accordingto Thongplew, flooding
from the Northeast stemmed from
the fact that the Ubolrat Dam in
Khon Kaen province had been forced
to increase its volume of discharged
water from 46 to 50 million cubic
metres a day.

As for the Chao Phraya River
basin, Thongplew said Nonthaburi
and Pathum Thani should no longer
be affected by high tides after today.

“Rain will also continue in
Bangkok,” he said.

Agriculture Minister General
Chatchai Sarikulyasaid hewould try
to ensure that the Chao Phraya Dam
in Chainat province would not
release morethan 2.600 cubicmetres
of water per second.

“That way, only areas without an
embankmentalongthe ChaoPhraya
River will be affected,” he explained.

Meanwhile, heavy downpours
continued to cause floods and land-
slides in various provinces yesterday.
The latest victim was the director of
Phetchabun’s Phupha Daeng
Wildlife Sanctuary, whose pickup
truck was caught in whirling flood-
waters.

The death of Sudjit Khorthong
litted the death tollin thelatest floods
to four, following three deaths that
had been reported in Loei on October
10.

Sudjit’s body was retrieved at
9.30am at a spot three kilometres

from the scene where his truck was
found surrounded by torrential
floodwaterfourand a halthours ear-
lier in Tambon Pak Chong. His body
will be sent for a funeral at a temple
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in Muang Phetchabun.

Sudjit was on his way to a meet-
ing in Phitsanulok when his truck
was swept into a roadside creek,
police said. Sudjit reportedly trav-
elled aloneto the meetingbecause he
had instructed his subordinates to
join other officials in clearing a local
roadthathad been affected byaland-
slide.

The pre-dawn Lom Saklandslide
happened between kilometre mark-
ers No 375 and 376 on the Lom Sak-
Chumpae road in Tambon Buan
Klang,

Meanwhile, locals were relieved
after a crocodile that escaped from a
breeding farm in Phetchabun on
Saturday was re-captured yesterday
morning, police said.

The bloated Mun River in
Nakhon Ratchasima’s Phimai dis-
trict continued to flood three more
tambons after two tambons were hit
last week. State offices and homes
inTambon NaiMuang, Tambon Tha
Luang, Tambon Bote, TambonThan
Lalodand Tambon Samritaswellas
4,000 rai (640 hectares) of paddy
fields were submerged inup to 40cm
of water. In Chaiyaphum, where six
districts were flood-affected, army
Region 2 soldiers were building a
temporary bridge for about 1,000
families as the road to their 10 vil-
lages were made impassable by
flooding.

The increased levels of water
released by Khon Kaen’s Ubolrat
caused floods to downstream farm-
lands and homes in Nam Pong dis-
trict.

The business area of Loei’s Dan
Sai district was hit by run-off from
several mountains at 2am yesterday
after hours of heavy rain but thank-
fully, the water subsided at about
7am.

Mountain run-off caused the
Nam Pad Canal to burst its banks
and inundate Ban Nam Pad School
in Pitsanulok’s None Mapraqg dis-
trict at 5am. This was the 10! time
this year the school had been sub-
merged, the lowest points being the
teachers’residences and the schools’
cafeteria, which were under 1.5
metres of water before theflood final-
ly subsided at 9am.

In Lampang, an eight-rai area of
Mae Mo municipality was declared
a disaster zone after days of heavy
rain opened wide cracks in the earth
and eight homes were threatened by
erosion.

Mayor Chucheep Boonnak said
the declaration followed an inspec-
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tion by Mineral Resources Office 1
officials who believe the subsidence
might stem from layers of soil sepa-
rating after becoming saturated.
Twenty-two tenants in eight affect-
ed homes also had to be evacuated.

In Phayaos Muang district, sol-
diers yesterday waded through one-
metre-deep water to save 40 pigs
fromaflooded farm in Tambon Huai
Kaew.
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