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EC OFFICIAL WARNS OF POLL
MEMBER SELECTION DEBACLE

»» A caretaker election commissioner
warned vesterday that the selection pro-
cess of new poll agency members could be
at risk due to rigid qualifications required
from the selection panel members.

Election commissioner Somchai
Srisuthiyakorn took to Facebook to
warn that certain members of the panel
assigned to select new seven EC members
might not meet the criteria imposed by
the charter.

His remark came after the panel chaired
by Supreme Court president Cheep Jul-
lamon met on Friday for the first time
to discuss the guidelines for the selec-
tion process.

Besides Mr Cheep, the panel consists
of National Legislative Assembly presi-
dent Pornpetch Wichitcholchai; Supreme
Administrative Court president Piya
Patangta; Jarernsak Rojanaritphichet,
appointed to the panel by the Constitu-
tional Court; Pairoj Kampusiri, selected by
the Ombudsman; and Prasert Kosalwit,
chosen by the National Anti-Corrup-
tion Commission.

While Mr Cheep, Mr Pornpetch and Mr
Piya serve on the panel by virtue of their
positions, the others areappointed by inde-
pendent public agencies.

Mr Somchai said the charter requires
appointees notto be active civil servants, to
have never served in a public independent
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organisation, and to have never held any
political position in the past 10 years.

He said he never questioned the knowl-
edge and the ability of panellists to do their
jobina transparent manner, butheis con-
cerned about the rigid qualifications.

Mr Somchai said one of the appointees
served as an adviser to a former agriculture
minister in the past 10 years and may not
be qualified to sit on the selection panel.

“I'mnot trying to spoil thesoup but Iam
pointing out a flaw concerning qualifica-
tions of the selection committee members.
I hopeitwill be revised some day,” he said.

Mr Somchai has been critical of the qual-
ifications of the selection committee out of
concerns that there might not be anyone
who meets the criteria.

Following the enactment of the legis-
lation governing the EC last month, the
present EC chaired by Supachai Somchar-
oen will assume a caretaker role until new
commissioners take office.

After the 90-day selection process,
the names of candidates shortlisted by
the selection panel must be submitted to
the NLA for approval.

Mr Somchai last week also petitioned
the Constitutional Court, through the
Office of the Ombudsman, to determine
whether “the reset principle” based on
Section 70 of the organic law governing
the EC is constitutional.
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