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Farmers not
hurt by water
fee: legislator

OFFICIAL RESPONDS
TO RUMOURS ABOUT
NEW BILL'S PURPOSE

THE NATION

A LEGISLATOR has denied that
the Water Resources Bill will take
effect later this month and that it
will adversely affect small-scale
farmers.

“It’s not true,” General Akanit
Muansawad said yesterday in his
capacity as the chair of National
Legislative Assembly (NLA)ad-hoc
committee on the bill.

He was speaking in response to
widespread rumours that the bill
was aimed at collecting fees from
people, including farmers, using
water from public sources such as
rivers, canals and lakes.

Akanitsaid the draftlawhad cat-
egorised farmers into many groups
and that small-scale operations
would not be required to pay any-
thing.

He added that his committee
had ordered that opinions be gath-
ered from all stakeholders. Public
forums on the draft law had been
held in 29 provinces and more
would follow, he said.

“To date, it is clear that partici-
pants at all forums believe small-
scale farmers should notbe charged
for using water from public water-
ways or sources,” he said.

Akanit said the bill would prob-
ably be completed in January.

He also said water-usage fees
under the bill would not affect peo-
pleorenterprises using waterworks
services, because those services
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were already governed by otherlaws
such as the Royal Irrigation Act.

Separately, Deputy Prime
Minister Wissanu Krea-ngam also
said the government had no inten-
tion of charging small-scale farm-
ers for using water.

Wissanu said NLA vice presi-
dent ©Peerasak Porchit and
Agriculture Minister General
General Chatchai Sarikulya had
alsoalready made assurances about
the fees.

“The new law will require only
big users to pay, not small-scale
farmers,” he said.

Financial sitvations

Both the Democrat and Pheu
Thai parties have criticised the
Water Resources Bill out of concern
that farmers will bear the brunt.

Korn Chatikavanij, the chair of
the Democrat Party’s policy com-
mittee and a former finance minis-
ter, said the governmentwould have
to be very clear about how to cate-
gorise farmers.

“Don’t forget that some small-
scalefarmershave formed commu-
nity enterprises together. Will they
be categorised as commercial farm-
ers who are liable to pay water-
usage tees?” he asked.

Chavalit Vitchayasuthi, former
deputy secretary-general of Pheu
Thai Party, said the government
should take into account farmers’
financial situations before deciding
to collect fees.

“Instead of consideringa planto
charge farmers for water usage, the
government would be better off
planning how to boost efficiency in
water-resources management,” he
said.
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