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Corruption in well-digging being probed: PM

AUDIT-GENERAL'S OFFICE ESTIMATES DAMAGE AT MORE THAN BT100 MILLION

ANAPAT DEECHUAY
THENATION

PRIME MINISTER General Prayut
Chan-o-cha yesterday said alleged
corruption in artesian water well-
digging projects was being probed
and affirmed the government hasno
hidden agenda in implementing the
projects aimed at tackling the
drought.

His comments came after the
Office of the Auditor-General report-
ed to the Natural Resources and
Environment Ministryaboutalleged
corruption in well-digging projects,
causing damage of more than Bt100
million. Prayut said the government
was investigating such allegations.

“There isno hiding [ orsheltering
forwrongdoers]. Whoeverdid wrong
willfacethe consequences... Thegov-
ernment implements these projects
with the best of intentions and has
alwaysinstructed thoseexecuting the
projects to adhere to budget-spend-
ing regulations. When something is
wrong,theymustexplainit, and face

justice hesaid, adding that aftersee-
ing the Officeraisetheissueofalleged
irregularities, he had already
instructed related agencies to pro-
videexplanations onthe contentious
points. Thepremieralsoadmitted he
was worried about there not heing
enough waterforpeoplesusebecanse
of the drought.

Auditor-General Pisit
Leelavachiropas, earlier yesterday,
told Spring News’s“Tnside Thailand”
radioprogrammeon FM98.5thathe
had alerted Minister Surasak
Karnjanarat that the Groundwater
Resources Department’s artesian
water source development projects
were found to have irregularities.
Some ofthe schemes were meant for
agriculture in drought-hit areas, for
drinking water at schools nation-
wide, and to support Royal Initiative
projects.

Pisit claimed some of the prac-
tices were against law and civil
service regulations, which have
goneon foryears resulting in poor-
quality artesian water wells. He
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said illegitimate commissions were
allegedly collected in 10-30 per
centof well-digging-related budg-
ets such as for materials, fuel and
staff allowances, totalling more
than Bt100 million indamages. He
alleged that such ill-gotten gains
were shared among those involved
atalllevels. Hesaid therewerealso
forged documents and budget
withdrawals in advance of projects,
after which some wrongdoers left
the civil service with their superi-
or’s knowledge, who were often
aware of such wrongdoings. There
werealsoalledged attempts at con-
cealmentand lack oflegal action to
bring the culprits to justice, which
could be considered negligence of
duty, he added.

The auditor-general’s office had
checked the budgets and expenses
for fiscal years 2009 to 2016 and the
spending ontheprojects in question.
It initially found that the
Groundwater Resources
Department had received the money
and had itself implemented these

Afarmerin
Suphan Buri’s
Don Chedi
district brings
his cattleto
graze on grass
at the Makham
Thao-Uthong
canal, which
hasbeendry
fortwo
months.
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projects. Hence theauditor-general’s
office thought that there should be
measures in place to prevent this
from recurring, he added.
Meanwhile, the director of the
Agricultural Economics Operation
Centre (AEOC) of the Office of
Agricultural Economics (OAE),
Bhumisak Rasri, yesterday report-
ed that the KU-OAE Foresight
Centre (KOFC) analysis on the
drought situation from 2015 until
early 2016 found it had already
damaged 2.86 million rai of farm-
land. This has affected 271,341
farmers, leaving them unable to
grow crops, especially rice, he said.
He added that this issue would, in
the long-term, affect production
efficiency and have an adverse
impact on the community econo-
my. As many farmers found them-
selves jobless during this drought
season, KOFC found the ratio of
agricultural manpowerin 2012-15
was continuously declining; from
farmers making up 39.63 per cent
of the country’s employed citizens
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in 2012 to just 32.28 per cent in 2015.

KOFCalsofound an increase in farm workers aged
over 60 and a decrease in farm workers aged 15-39,
he added.

“The downturn of the economy saw many facto-
ries closing, resulting in many losing theirjobs, espe-
cially those who would normally have moved to the
agriculture sector. This year, the drought has already
posed problems for farmers and those workers out-
side the agricultural sector;” he said, also suggesting
that farmers must adapt what they produce and can
sell according to the situation.

Meanwhile, the Interior Ministry instructed 62
drought-hitprovinees tosubmitby Mondayanupdat-
ed report on the supplies of water for use and con-
sumption as the drought was expected to last until
May, ministry permanentsecretary Krissada Boonrat
vesterday. The information would be integrated and
used in the planning for better water management
and remedial measures for those affected, he added.
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